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Özet: 

 

Gelişmekte olan ülkeler, bölgesel ekonomik ve politik bütünleşmeler yoluyla liberalleşmenin olumsuz 

sonuçlarına karşı koyabilecek yeteneğe ulaşabilirler. Bölgesel kurumlarda daha fazla sorumluluk ve 

güç elde etmek, küresel mali ve ekonomik krizlere karşı etkili bir çare olabilir. Bu bağlamda, dünyada 

daha adil ve eşitlikçi bir serbest ticaret sistemi oluşturmak için, Bretton Woods kurumlarının karar 

alma organlarında bölgesel bütünleşmeler daha fazla rol almalıdır. 

 

Avrupa Birliği, ekonomik ve parasal birliği başarıyla tamamlamış ve Avrupa ulusları arasında büyük 

bir karşılıklı bağımlılık kurmuştur. Karşılıklı bağımlılık, barış, refah ve dengeli dağıtılmış bir refahın 

garantisidir. Ortadoğu’da da aynı başarıyı tekrarlamak mümkün olabilir. Ortadoğu’da etkili bir 

bölgesel bütünleşmenin kurulması, dünyanın ekonomik ve politik istikrarına büyük bir katkı 

sağlayabilir.  Bu bütünleşme, küresel ekonomik dengenin sağlanmasına da yardım edebilir.   

 

Anahtar Kelimeler: 

Liberalleşme, bütünleşme, küresel kriz, karşılıklı bağımlılık, denge. 

Abstract: 

 

Through the regional economic and political integrations, developing states may reach the ability to 

counter the negative consequences of the liberalization. Taking a greater responsibility and power in 

the regional institutions can be an effective antidote against the global financial and economic crises. 

In this respect,  regional integrations should have the greater role in the decision making structures of 

the Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs), to create a fair and equitable free trade system in the world. 

 

European Union (EU) succesfully accomplished economic and monetary union and established a great 

interdependency among the European nations. Interdependency is the guarantee of the peace, 

prosperity and well distributed welfare. To repeat the same success in the Middle East may not be 

difficult. The establishment of an effective regional integration in the Middle East may contribute to 

the economic and political stability of the world. This integration could also help to establish global 

economic balance.  

 

Key Words; 

Liberalisation, integration, global crises, interdependency, balance.  

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Fehmi Agca, Asst.Prof.Dr., International Balkan University, Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. 

E-mail:fagca2001@yahoo.com 



 

1762 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Today, the international institutional arrangements do not seem capable for the global 

economic governance. This indicates the necessity for a new framework to address the new 

challenges. The regulatory and institutional framework of the world's financial systems need 

to be reformed.  

 

The current global governance system generally serves to the interests of the rich 

industrialized nations. The objectivity and impartiality of BWIs has been eroded to a 

significant extent. International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank (WB) and World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) are currently very centralized, unaccountable and nontransparent. 

Decentralization and creation of a pluralistic system of institutions and organizations, 

interacting with the flexible agreements, could provide a more objective system. This could be 

maintained through the further development of the regional integrations.(Adaba, Caliari, 

Foster, Hanfstaengl, Shroeder, 2003) 

 

In the past, the pressures led by the BWIs to facilitate financial market liberalization, had 

some negative effects on the growth of developing states. Through the regional economic and 

political integrations, developing states could reach the ability to counter the negative 

consequences of the liberalization. Taking a greater role and responsibility in the regional 

institutions can be an effective antidote against the global financial and economic crises. 

Because, as it is in the EU example, regional integrations could help to make more rational 

decisions in advance.  

 

It is generally accepted that a strong sense of cooperation and improved financial regulation 

and supervision, through revitalizing domestic investment and consumption and maintaining 

steady economic growth, would contribute to the global recovery. 

 

The participation of the regional integrations in the decision making structures of the BWIs 

could provide the establishment of a fair and equitable free trade system. Middle East nations 

have the required potential to develop a sense of cooperation among themselves. Common 

historical past, religious beliefs and traditions shared by most of the Middle-East nations can 

foster a regional cooperation. A regional integration in the Middle East can also use the 
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peaceful aspects of Islam to remove the negative prejudices of the Western nations against the 

Islam world. 

 

The main dynamic of European integration project was to prevent the possibility of wars in 

the European continent. Today, European Union has succesfully accomplished the economic 

and monetary union, and institued a great interdependency among the European nations. This 

interdependency can be accepted as the guarantee of the peace, prosperity and well distributed 

welfare.  

 

To formulate the same success couldn’t not be so difficult in the Middle East. One of the 

obstacles for a regional integration is the interests of the global powers. Thus, at the beginning 

of the process, it should be clearly explained that such initiative wouldn’t be against the 

interests of the developed states. 

 

This integration may help to establish a permanent peace between Israel and Palestine. 

Because, the new emergent power could provide the sufficent deterrence to convince the 

Israel government to accept a peace agreement based on equality and establishment of an 

independent Palestinian State. In this respect, the existence of Israel state should also be 

guaranteed.  

 

The dynamics of a new regional integration in the Middle east may create a new wave to 

increase the international trade and foster the economic development. There is a great amount 

of financial and economic potential in the region for the economic development. It could be 

possible to create one of the greatest markets of the world. This potential would also 

contribute to the global economic balance. The global central position of the Middle Eeast 

region may provide a regulatory role for trade, communications, transportation and energy 

transfers, for the benefits of all the world.  

 

The success of regional integrations would help to establish an effective and fair global 

governance system. Developed states should encourage and support the initiatives for regional 

integration, especially in the Middle East. Because, the peace and economic welfare in the 

Middle East could bring peace and prosperity to all the world. 
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Without participation of the African nations into the globalization route of the world, it 

could’t be possible to establish a fair and equitable world. A new regional economic initiative 

in the Middle East could also be very effective to contribute to the economic development of 

the African nations and to make easier their participation into the globalisation process.  

 

Regionalism and Regional Integrations 

 

The preconditions of a successful regional integration are; 

  - facilitating the growth of trade,  

- creating attractive investment claim, 

- overcoming regulatory and administrative constraints, 

- guaranteing the physical security of trade routes,  

- strengthening physical and institutional infrastructure, 

- promoting economic diversification to create vibrant sectors with a wide range of 

skills and activities. (Linn, 2006)   

 

Regionalism can be defined as a process that entails the creation of a new entity, as a regional 

unit. It comprises a recognised framework among the member states on several issues, such as 

exchange of goods, services, capital or persons. (Smith, 1992) This concept is often analysed 

in terms of social, political, organisational and economic cohesiveness. (Hurrell, 1995, 

pp.331-358) 

 

Regionalism can be seen as a step toward global free trade, contributing to the progress in the 

context of the multilateral trade liberalization. Removal of trade barriers enlarge the domestic 

markets, because separate national markets move toward integration in a single regional 

market. Changes in trade flows may induce changes in the location of production between 

member states. These relocations are determined by the comparative advantages of the 

member states and through the possible technology transfers. Relocations can also be 

effective for the convergence of income levels of the different nations. Labor-intensive 

production activities can move toward lower-wage countries and can raise the wages there. 

This can be seen a positive factor to raise the general standard of living, to make closer the 

peoples, and to develop a common sense of community. Deep integration between member 

states also involves the harmonization of product standards and the fiscal system to realize 

economic scale and competition gains.  
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The recent years have witnessed qualitative and quantitative changes in regional integrations. 

There have been three major developments. (Kalaycıoğlu, 1996) The first is the recognition 

that effective integration requires more than the reducing tariffs and quotas. Many other 

barriers have the effect of segmenting markets and impeding the free flow of goods, services, 

investments and ideas. A wide range of policy measures are needed to remove these barriers. 

A kind of deep integration had been actively pursued in the Single Market Program of EU, 

and elements of this program can be a model for other regional agreements. 

 

The second development is the move from closed regionalism to a more open model. Many of 

the trading blocs between developing countries in the 1960s and 1970s were based on a model 

of “import substituting development” with high external trade barriers. The new wave of 

regional agreements have generally been more committed to boosting, rather than controlling 

the international trade. 

 

The third development is the advent of trade blocs in which high-income industrial countries 

and developing countries are equal partners in the agreements designed to support their 

economies. The most important example of these trade blocks is the North American Free 

Trade Area (NAFTA), formed in 1994, with the extension of Canada-US Free Trade 

Agreement to Mexico. 

 

Any regional co-operation can provide positive impacts offering the spill-over benefits to the 

rest of the world. The regional agreements have “scale and competition” effects. Economic 

partnerships may enlarge its imports from the rest of the world and may create favourable 

conditions for the peoples outside the region. First, international trade will expand because of 

the liberalisation in a broad range of service sectors. Secondly, the establishment of a legal 

framework governing the rights and obligations of governments and investors could further 

improve the investing environment and facilitate the flow of investment. 

 

The global financial crisis highlighted the importance of establishing an effective regional 

financing facility in the Middle East, so that the regional economies can respond more 

effectively to the needs of the states in the region. In this respect, strengthening regional 

financial systems should be one of the critical pillars of the free trade agreements (FTAs) in 

the region. Under FTAs, mobility of people and liberalisation of professional services could 
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contribute significantly to the benefits of the partners.  The harmonisation and convergence of 

rules, standards, procedures and business practices through the creation of FTAs may provide 

a greater convenience and certainty to the private sector. 

 

FTAs could also promote the human capital development, through linkages between 

educational institutions and professional government agencies and through the mutual 

recognition of degrees and credits. They could further promote business partnerships, 

especially between the small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs). (Miyagawa, 2010)  

 

The Conditions of the Regional Integration in the Middle East 

 

The Middle East is so far less integrated than much of the rest of world in terms of trade and 

capital flows. Middle East nations are also less integrated within the region, in comparison 

with the other regions. Despite the great importance of the Middle East’s oil reserves to the 

world economy, many of the states of the region have not yet been able to integrate 

themselves successfully into the global economy. Therefore, they couldn’t heve achieved to 

maintain sufficient level of prosperity, stability and security. (Momani, 2007) 

 

The main reason for the lack of integration may be the external pressures. Because of the 

region’s geopolitical importance, external hegemonic influences prevail over the weak state 

systems which are governed largely by the authoritarian regimes.  

 

The absence of efforts for regional integration building in this region may come partly from 

the reality of general insecurity, because of the unresolved issues of democratic nation and 

state-building.(Kühnhardt, 2003) The region needs to be empowered by socio-economic 

change. But it takes time and money. However, the speed of globalization, transportation and 

communication techniques could help to accelarate this process. Besides, material sources 

needed for the change already exist in the region. 

 

EU can be seen as a security community as explained by Karl Deutsch. It refers to such an 

entity where a sense of community has been attained and the institutions and practices are 

strong and widespread enough to assure dependable expectation of peaceful change among 

the population. (Deutch, 1957) In its 2003 Security Strategy report, EU highlighted the 

connection between the spread of neoliberal economic and political values for the 
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achievement of EU security. According to security approach of the EU, the best protection of 

the security is a world of well-governed democratic states. Spreading good governance, 

supporting social and political reform, dealing with corruption and abuse of power, 

establishing the rule of law and protecting human rights are generally accepted as the best 

means of strengthening the international order and security. 

 

In this respect, an effective regional integration in the Middle East may provide the security in 

the region. The security arguments are driven by different mechanisms. But, especially the 

regular political contacts can build trust and facilitate other forms of cross-border cooperation 

which help to create “a sense of community” and peaceful feelings among the nations. 

 

To create “a sense of community” in the Middle East can be speeded up. The peoples of 

Midlle East have no reason to conflict each other. In fact, they are eager to hub and speak 

each other. The assertion about the validity of hostile feelings and great conflicts among the 

nations of the Middle East is questionable. As a matter of fact, it is not the borders divide the 

Middle Eastern peoples, but the politics. All the advantages of the region have been shown as 

disadvantages so far. There is a strong possibility of manipulation, steering by the global 

powers, in order to easily control the region for their interests.  

 

The decisionmakers of the region should not be discouraged by the persisting disputes and 

differences, but rather should be inspired for the need to solve them through the new 

structures. The strengthened regional co-operation could help to the disputing states to reduce 

the antagonism and to create a favourable environment or to provide institutions or 

mechanisms to settle their conflicts, such as mediation or arbitration. 

 

In order to remove the wrong perceptions among the nations, Middle East needs to improve 

local communication and co-operation. In this respect, the cancellation of visa regimes 

between Turkey and some Middle-Eastern states may contribute to develop a suitable 

environment for the construction of good relationships among the peoples of the region. 

Historical Perspectives of the Regional Integrations in the Middle East 

 

In the Middle east, different ethnic and religious groups had lived together for centuries under 

the Ottoman rule. But, after the First World War, the culture of coexistence have been 

transformed into the ethnic and religious intolerance and civil wars. British and French 
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powers generally blamed the Ottoman Turks for everything that went bad in the colonized 

Middle Eastern countries and they tried to create an animosity among the Arabs towards the 

Turks. Arab nationalists in the nation-state process also supported anti-Turkish policies. 

 

On the other side, the elite groups in Turkey searched for the reasons of the Ottoman collapse 

in its religious and traditional roots. In this context, they linked the Ottomans' 

underdevelopment to its Islamic roots. Another reason preventing a powerful link between the 

Middle East and Turkey was the ignorance of Turkish elite about the region. This ignorance 

produced prejudice and more ignorance. Turkey's alliance with NATO also prevented it from 

developing an independent Middle Eastern policy during the Cold War. Towards the end of 

the Cold War, the efforts of Turgut Ozal to improve relations with the Middle East were seen 

as being religiously biased, and his attempts to develop relations with Central Asia were seen 

as fascist by some Republican elite groups.  

 

Since the end of Second World War, many attempts had been done to improve cooperation 

and integration among the regional states. The formation of the Arab League in 1945 was a 

loose federation between Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen. It 

helped to create a new common consciousness among the participants for economic and 

financial cooperation. But, it failed. One of the major reasons of the failure of the Arab 

League is that the participants attempted political unification in the form of the United Arab 

Republic (UAR), before they had clearly defined their economic targets and made specific 

and co-ordinated plans for economic harmonisation. Following the withdrawal of Syria from 

the UAR in 1961, another attempt for political union had been made, including only Syria, 

Egypt, and Iraq. This attempt also failed with no practical economic results. Today, Arab 

Leauge comprises 21 states. 

 

Organisation of Regional Co-operation for Development (RCD) was established in 1964, to 

develop economic cooperations between Iran, Turkey and Pakistan. It failed to produce 

concrete results and dissolved in 1979. It was replaced by the Economic Cooperation 

Organisation (ECO) in 1985. Common objecrive of ECO is to establish a single market for 

goods and services, like the EU. But, it couldn’t have reached to the sufficient level of 

cooperation so far.   
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Ideas about using the oil revenue for the development of the region resulted with the 

organisational efforts in the late 1970s. The Arab Monetary Fund, the Islamic Development 

Bank and the Islam Development Conference are the regional institutional arrangements for 

economic co-operation to promote trade and investment. Turkey started to play an active role 

in the Islam Development Conference from 1980s. But, the commitment to the EC, prevented 

Turkey from extending her economic relationship in the Middle East beyond the trade.  

 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) was formed in 1981 by six Arab Gulf states to promote 

co-operation and integration in economic, social, cultural affairs and foreign and security 

policies. The main motivation of the GCC was to develop a shield against the threat of the 

Iran-Iraq war. But, when that conflict was over, this attempt lost its direction and appeal.. 

 

In 1989, Arab-Maghreb Union Treaty was signed between Morocco, Algeria, Mauritania, 

Tunisia and Libya to coordinate economic policies. The current aims of the union are re-

establishment of market mechanisms, privatisation and wider opening to the world. 

 

There are already effective applications of FTAs, such as the bilateral free trade agreement 

between Saudi Arabia and Egypt which came into effect in 1990 and improved the 

competitiveness in respective markets. However, the attempts are still limited for the bilateral 

FTAs in the region.(Kalaycıoğlu, 1996) 

 

Dynamics of the Regional Integration in the Middle East 

 

In the Middle East, Arab integration efforts are usually described as a failure. This is probably 

due to the absence of democratic structures and the presence of authoritarian regimes. The 

kingdoms, emirates or sultans do not share their sovereignty with their people. This can be 

seen as an obstacle to establish supranational institutions. To improve the democratic culture 

in these countries could help to start new initiatives for the regional integration  

 

There are three substantial obstacles for the Arab economic integration. Firstly, markets are 

generally small. Secondly, strong comparative advantages in certain products generate export 

concentration. Thirdly, major Arab states do not appear to have strong incentives to take the 

lead for the trade-based economic integration, while smaller countries have the incentive but 

do not have the influence to ensure implementation. (Oekman and Messerlin, 2002) 
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In the European example, the development of regional cooperative institutions had been 

driven by the initiative of major regional powers. France and Germany had been critical actors 

in the early stages of the EU.  

 

In order to maintain a powerful momentum at the beginning of the integration process, four 

powers of the Middle East should take the lead. These countries are Turkey, Iran, Egypt and 

Saudi Arabia. If these states could have the consensus to start a new initiative for a regional 

economic integration, the chance of success would increase. 

 

Many of the countries in the region are subject to the internal constraints which prevent them 

from implementing effective policies. First, political fragmentation and conflicts have 

hampered the development of democratic institutions. Second, the lines between the public 

and the private sectors are not clear and encourage conflict of interests and widespread 

corruption. Third, transparency and accountability of governments is poor. Fourth, civil 

organisations, such as free and independent media and autonomous non-governmental 

entities, are weak and often co-opted by the governments. As a consequence of these factors, 

citizen participation and private sector initiative have remained constrained.(Abed, 2003) 

 

Mutual trade relationships have not yet developed sufficiently to necessitate a movement of 

regional integration. One of the most important factors that retarded trade relations is the lack 

of infrastructure facilities for the accession of markets. Lack of sufficient land, air and 

maritime transportation routes have adverse effects on trade. Furthermore, there is a lack of 

marketing institutions and incentive systems among the states of the region. 

 

Nevertheless, economic integration can proceed quite rapidly, as long as trade, transport and 

transit barriers are cancelled and necessary conditions for security are maintained. The 

countries of the Middle East need a new opportunity to develop a hopeful future for the large 

population of their young people who are unemployed. (Linn, 2006)    

The Role of Turkey to Integrate the Region 

 

With the new independent foreign policy approach, Turkey proved to the countries of the 

region that it intends to establish peaceful and friendly relationships. Turkey’s new foreign 

policy vision rejects the hostilities among the nations and aims to solve all the conflicts and 
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problems in a peaceful way. Its new foreign policy maintained a new momentum, to make 

closer the nations of the region. The politics of zero problems with the neighbours became an 

effective step to melt the ices with the former enemies. With the new foreign policy vision, 

Turkey gained a great confidence and sympathy of the peoples in the region. Consequently, 

Turkey became one of the most trusted states in the region.  

 

During the 2000s, Turkey became one of the biggest economies in the region, although it has 

no rich natural gas or oil resources. As the 17th largest economy in the world, Turkey’s 

success lies at the core of the economic transformation in the last 25 years, which made 

Turkey the largest economy and the major exporting nation in the Balkans, Middle East and 

North Africa. As a growing economy, Turkey needs close markets, for its sustainable 

development and the closest market is the Middle Eastern countries. (Laçiner, 2009)  

 

Import and export-based economy of Turkey is an advantage. In this respect, Turkey should 

firstly aim to increase economic cooperation with the Middle East states. A step-by-step 

economic and social cooperation and integration approach may isolate the security problems 

and finally may allow a full regional integration.  

 

For the transformation of the Middle East, Turkish efforts alone may not be sufficient. The 

issues such as Iraq, Palestine, security of energy resources, terror, democratization and 

stability in the region require the cooperation and support of all humanity. With the help of 

the regional and non-regional partners, Turkey can lead an integration process in the region. 

In this context, US-Turkey and EU-Turkey cooperation would be helpful. Besides, any 

progress in the Turkey-EU integration process could have a constructive contribution to the 

Christian West-Muslim East friendship.  

 

Greater Middle East Project of the US argues the need for more human rights, democracy, 

liberalism, women rights and economic development in the region. As a matter of fact, many 

countries in the region, including Turkey, share the similar ideas.  

 

Turkey needs to build regional integration corridors starting from Turkey: The first 

integration corridor could be Turkey-Syria-Lebanon-Jordan-Egypt. This corridor may be 

expanded to Israel and Palestine.  
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The second corridor could be Turkey-Iraq-Basra Gulf line. From the north of Iraq to the south, 

a cooperation and integration project can be developed between Turkey and Gulf States. 

 

The third important corridor could be Turkey-Iran-Pakistan corridor, as the West-East line. 

The total population of these three countries is about 300 million, and they have the capacity 

to affect many other countries in the surrounding areas.(Laçiner, 2005)  

 

Through these corridors, communication, finance and transportation lines such as electricity, 

internet, highways and banking should be integrated to improve cooperation and economic 

development. In this context, the expansion of the production and transportation systems 

would reduce the production costs. 

 

The process of industrial growth and transformation is inseparable from the process of 

regional integration and cooperation. Turkey has the greatest and the most diversifying mode 

of production capacity. Relatively larger and more developed Turkish economy could be a 

good partner for the others. Turkish industries have the flexibility and the capacity to 

outsource some of their operations, for the benefits of other regional states.  

 

Turkey is aware of the risks and instabilities when countries are denied prosperity and 

economic progress. Strengthened national confidence and recognition of the limits of state-

capacity, can foster the integration efforts in the region. Restoration of the region could serve 

to the Turkish security and economic interests. If Iraq, for instance, is not secure, Turkey 

cannot be a secure country. Therefore, Turkey should play a key role in the regional 

integration process of the Middle East.  

 

Turkey, with its democratic institutions, is capable of undertaking the responsibility to take 

the lead for the initiative of a regional integration in the Middle East. EU experience provided 

Turkey with a great advantege in this direction.  

 

A Projection for the Middle-East Union (MEU) 

 

The current regional integrations in the world are shown on the map below. Middle East is the 

only region in the world that couldn’t manage to reach a regional economic integration. 
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Regional Integrations in the World

EU CIS

IND

CHINA
JAP&

S.KOR

ASEAN
AU

USAN

NAFTA

MEU

 

Table 1 shows the main parameters of the regional integrations and great economies in the 

world. NAFTA and EU take the first and second ranks, because of their economic scales. If 

the MEU could be established, it would be the third largest regional economy. If we take into 

account China, its rank would be the fourth in the world.  

 

Table 1: Regional Integrations in the World (2009) 

Regional  Integrations Population 

(Million) 

GDP 

(Billion $) 

GDP ($)  

Per capita 

1. NAFTA (North America Free Trade Agreement) 445 17.000 35.500 

2. EU (European Union) 500 14.500 30.000 

3. CHINA 1.340 8600 6400 

4. MEU (Middle Eastern Union) 457 4.355 9.550 

5. JAPAN 127 4.350 34.100 

6. USAN (Union of South American Nations) 388 4.000 10.400 

7. INDIA 1.157 3.300 2.930 

8. ASEAN (Association of South Asian Nations)  580 3.430 6.000 

9. CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) 280 2.900 10.500 

10. AU (Africa Union) 1.000 1500 600 

 Source:CIA Factbook, 2009 Comparative statistics for demograghic and economic parameters 

 

The weight of the each regional integration in the decision-making bodies of the international 

organisations should be proportionally determined according to their population and 

economic scale. Restructuring of the BWIs in this line, would help to create a better 

functioning system to regulate the international free trade.    
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In Table 2, the populations and gross domestic products (GDPs) of the possible candidate 

states for the MEU can be seen. From this table, the role of the great economies such as 

Turkey, Iran, Egypt and Saudi Arabia can be recognised better. They would provide 70 % of 

total GDP and 57% of total population of the MEU.  

 

Table 2. Middle East Union as a New Regional Integration 

Country Population GDP Per cap Country Population GDP Per cap 

1.Iran 70 876 12.500 12.Sudan 41 94 2.300 

2.Turkey 73 860 11.800 13.Libya 6,3 92 14,600 

3.S.Arabia 28 580 21.000 14.Tunisia 10 83 8.300 

4.Egypt 80 470 5.900 15.Umman 3,5 70 21.000 

5.Algeria 34 244 7.100 16.Yemen 23 58 2.500 

6.Morocco 31 147 4.700 17.Lebanon 4,0 48 12.000 

7.Syria 22 103 4.800 18.Jordan 6,3 33 5.200 

8.UAE 4,8 200 42.000 19.Bahrain 0,8 28 35.000 

9.Quwait 2,8 150 55.000 20.Eritre 5,7 4 700 

10.Iraq 29 112 3.850 21.Mauritania 3,2   

11.Qatar 0,8 100 120.000 22.Djibuti 0,8 2 2.500 

MEU (1) 460 4.356 9.550 

MEU (2) (including Pakistan and Afghanistan) 650 4.830 7.420 

Source:CIA Factbook, 2009 Comparative statistics for demograghic and economic parameters. 

 

The membership of Pakistan and Afghanistan to the MEU may contribute positively, because 

of their growing markets. In this case, total population of the MEU could reach 650 million 

and the total GDP could be about five trillion dollars with the current prices. Pakistan has also 

a good position to improve the economic and cultural relations with India. 

 

In Table 3 below, a projection is prepared to see the possible future of the MEU in the years 

of 2020 and 2030. In this projection, the average economic growth rates of the member states 

is accepted between 5 -10 %. This projection indicates that the MEU may approach to the 

current level of the living standard of the EU by 2030. 

 

Table 3. A projection for the Middle East Union for the years of 2020 and 2030 

 Population(Milyon) GDP(Billion $) GDP Per Capita $ 

 2020 2030 2020 2030 2020 2030 

MEU (1) 600  650 9.000  16.200 15.000 25.000 

MEU (2) 825  900 10.000  18.000 12.000  20.000 
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New technologies, especially communication and transportation systems can help to realize 

the integration process earlier than the European integration process. To accomplish the 

Economic and Monetary Union in Europe took about 42 years, between 1957 and 1999. It 

may take about 20 years to complete the economic and monetary union in the Middle East. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Regional integration arrangements are mainly the outcome of necessity felt by nation-states to 

integrate their economies in order to achieve rapid economic development, decrease conflict 

and build mutual trusts.  

 

Middle East can be accepted as the heart of the world. If the heart of the world becomes 

secure, all the world could become more secure and peaceful. The security of the Middle East 

could be best maintained through the development an effective regional integration.  

 

At the last stage, Israel could be even a member of this union. Such progress could be an 

imğportant stage for the world peace. MEU is also worth to be supported, because of this 

possibility. 
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