
48Kulak Burun Bogaz Ihtis Derg 2013;23(1):48-52

Case Report / Olgu Sunumu
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Well-differentiated neuroendocrine tumor:
a rare tumor of the larynx

İyi diferansiye nöroendokrin tümör: Larenksin nadir görülen bir tümörü

Tuba Bayındır, M.D.,1 Neşe Karadağ, M.D.,2 Erkan Karataş, M.D.,1 Ahmet Kızılay, M.D.1

Neuroendocrine tumors of the larynx are rarely seen 
neoplasms. Atypical carcinoid tumor is the most 
common type of the neuroendocrine tumors of the 
larynx, whereas the typical carcinoid tumor is the 
most infrequent type. Preferable treatment in typical 
carcinoid tumor is particularly conservative surgery 
without neck dissection. Radio-chemotherapy is 
ineffective. In this report, we present a 61-year-old 
female case of typical carcinoid tumor of the larynx with 
histological findings and applied treatment modality.
Key Words: Larynx; neuroendocrine carcinoma; typical 
carcinoid tumor.

Larenksin nöroendokrin tümörleri, nadir görülen 
neoplazmlardır. Atipik karsinoid tümör, larenkste 
en sık görülen nöroendokrin tümör iken, tipik kar-
sinoid tümör en nadir görülen tiptir. Tipik karsinoid 
tümörün tedavisinde boyun diseksiyonu olmaksı-
zın yapılan konservatif cerrahi tercih edilmektedir. 
Radyo-kemoterapi etkisizdir. Bu yazıda, larenkste 
tipik karsinoid tümörü olan 61 yaşında bir kadın olgu, 
histopatolojik bulguları ve uygulan tedavi yöntemi ile 
birlikte sunuldu.
Anahtar Sözcükler: Larenks; nöroendokrin karsinom; tipik 
karsinoid tümör.

The larynx is the most common site of cancer 
in the head and neck region, whereas laryngeal 
cancers are listed as rare diseases by the “Office 
of Rare Diseases of the National Institutes of 
Health.” Laryngeal cancers account for nearly 
2-5% of new malignancies worldwide each year. 
Approximately 85-90% of these cancers are of the 
squamous cell type. Of the non-squamous cell 
types, neuroendocrine neoplasms are the most 
common, although they are an uncommon (less 
than 1% of all laryngeal tumors) variant and 
morphologically heterogeneous group of tumors 
of the larynx.[1,2]

Based on tissue origin, neuroendocrine 
tumors of the larynx are separated into two 

categories epithelial and neural. The epithelial 
tumors are divided into three subtypes based 
on degree of differentiation: typical carcinoid 
(well differentiated neuroendocrine carcinoma, 
grade 1), atypical carcinoid (moderately 
differentiated neuroendocrine carcinoma, 
grade 2 or large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma) 
and small cell neuroendocrine carcinoma (poorly 
differentiated neuroendocrine carcinoma, grade 3). 
Atypical carcinoid tumor is the most common of 
the neuroendocrine tumors of the larynx, followed 
by small cell neuroendocrine carcinoma, 
paraganglioma and the typical carcinoid.[1] While 
paraganglioma is the most unique subtype of 
neural type tumor,[1,3,4] the typical carcinoid tumor 
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