Abstract:Relying on the press coverage of the period, this study examines the celebrations held after Turkish women gained enfranchisement rights in 1934. Obtaining political rights was not a result of an organized women rights movement but a modernization step taken by the revolutionary leadership to provide equality between women and men. Celebratory meetings and gatherings were held throughout Turkey to mark December 5 as &quot;women's day&quot; and women sent thank you telegrams to President Atat&uuml;rk, the Turkish Parliament, and Prime Minister İsmet İn&ouml;n&uuml;. Consequently, in the 1935 elections, 17 women entered the Turkish parliament, but this number later declined and throughout the twentieth century the number of female deputies never reached a satisfactory level.
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